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October 2008 Hispanic Population Growth Research Brief 
Maine’s Hispanic Population Growth 2000 – 2007 
 
In Maine Hispanics account for 1.2 percent of the total 
population, this is an increase from the 2000 level of .7 
percent. We lags far behind the nation were Hispanics 
account for roughly 15 percent, up from 12.6 percent in 
2000, of the total population (Graph 1). Since 2000 the 
Hispanic population has accounted for more than half of 
the population growth in the U.S.  
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The largest concentrations of immigrants found in the most 
urbanized counties in Maine.  
 
From 2000 to 2007 Maine’s population grew by 3.1 percent. 
Individual counties grew from a high of 7.1 percent in York 
to a low of -3.4 percent in Washington (Graph 2). The 
Hispanic population grew by 65 percent for the same period 
and accounted for 15 percent of the entire population 
growth in the state. Nationally, the U.S. grew by 6.9 percent, 
with Hispanics growing by 27.6 percent. Maine’s Hispanic 
population grew over twice as fast as the nation.  
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Between 2000 and 2007: 
 
 The fastest rates of growth were Cumberland (85 
percent), York (75 percent), and Aroostook counties (70 
percent) (Graph 3) 
 
 The slowest rates were in Somerset (39 percent), 
Franklin (43 percent), and Waldo counties (44 percent). 
 Percent of total Hispanic
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 55 percent of the population is located between York, 
Cumberland and Androscoggin counties with 
Cumberland alone accounting for over 30 percent of 
the Hispanic population (Graph 4) 
 
 The smallest percentages of Hispanics are located in 
Piscataquis (8 percent), Franklin counties (14 percent), 
and Lincoln (16 percent) 
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 Aroostook, Piscataquis and Washington counties all 
experienced declines in overall populations however the 
losses would have been greater if not for the influx of 
Hispanic immigrants. 
Growth rate of Hispanic
 from 2000 to 2007 by county
35%
45%
55%
65%
75%
85%
95%
C
um
be
rla
nd
Y
or
k
A
ro
os
to
ok
Li
nc
ol
n
W
as
hi
ng
to
n
K
no
x 
A
nd
ro
sc
og
gi
n
S
ag
ad
ah
oc
P
en
ob
sc
ot
K
en
ne
be
c
H
an
co
ck
P
is
ca
ta
qu
is
O
xf
or
d
W
al
do
Fr
an
kl
in
S
om
er
se
t
 
 Growth in the Hispanic population in Aroostook and 
Washington counties are most likely due to immigrant 
workers resettling in state after their work contract is 
completed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
